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Introduction 
Today India is celebrating die 51 st anniversary of 

the Republic Day. The cultural pageant of the 

Republic Day Parade presents a glimpse of some 

significant sign posts of the Indian civilization and 

culture along with the nation's plans for 

development and progress. 

Colourful tableaux present an impressive display 

of the social, .cultural, economic and technological 

facets of India. These tableaux depict the 

captivating beauty of our landscape, architectural 

heritage, social values, the simplicity that marks 

rural India, in particular, along with the great 

strides that the country has made in the fields of 

education, science and technology, 

communication, power, healthcare etc. These 

tableaux also eloquently convey the spirit of ou~ 

nation, suffused with determination and 

patriotism. These tableaux symbolise our pride in 

our glorious pas~.They celebrate our present. 

They also give a glimpse of the dreams of our 

people for a better tomorrow. 

The items being presented by school children 

from Delhi and other parts of India not only bear 

the stamp of innocence of childhood ~nd the 

freshness of youth, they also clearly show that 

our children are aware of their responsibilities as 

future citizens. 
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Thrissurpooram Festival 
"Thrissurpooram" - the most colourful temple 

festival of Kerala attracts a large number of 

devotees and spectators from all over the 

country. Celebrated in the months of April-May. 

the festival consists of processions of richly 

caparisoned elephants from various 

neighbouring temples to the Vadakkumnatha 

temple. Thrissur, 

The tableau depicts the live perfomance of 

Panchavadyam in the festival through the mega 

size replicas of the five percussion and wind 

instruments. caparisoned elephants and changing 

of colourful umbrellas and a miniature form of 

the Vadakkumnatha temple. 

Kerala 
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Mirza Ghalib And His Times 
As the unforgettable lines of Mirza Ghalib ..:. 

"HAIN AUR BHI DUNIYA MEIN SUKHANVAR 

BAHUT ACHCHHE, KAHTE HAIN GHALIB KA 

HAl ANDAZE BAY AN AUR" are being recited, 

the tableau on this great poet of Urdu who 

symbolised the composite culture of Delhi 

presents some scenes from Ghalib's Delhi that 

had an elegant ambience with "Shayari" (lyrical 

poetry) enriching the daily .life of common 

people . . 

Delhi 
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Arogya 
The India!" Systems of Medicine mainly comprise 

Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani, Yoga and Naturopathy. It 

represents a body of knowledge consisting of 

various ideas, objects and practices used from 

generation to generation for diagnosis, prevention 

and elimination of imbalances and for providing 

physical & spiritual well-being. 

These systems have been given due official 

recognition and are being encouraged because of 

the simplicity, inherent affordability and 

effectiveness without side-effects. Alongwith 

them, Homeopathy, although originated in 

Germany, has become very popular, both in the 

rural and urban areas. 

The tableau, true to its theme, depicts the gifts of 

natur:e in the form of herbs and medicinal plants 

and the use of some of the indigenous systems 

that look at health in a holistic way. 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
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Uftarardh Festival At Modhera 
Temple 

Uttarardh festival takes place every year in the 

premises of the Modhera SUD Temple within 

three days of the first week of Uttarayan (when 

the sun enters the zodiac sign of Capricorn). 

Modhera Sun Temple is in Mehsana district of 

Gujarat. The Temple was built in Vikram Samvat 

1.083 (1026-28 AD.). 

Different Indian classical dances ,are performed 

during the Uttarardh festival. The tableau brings 

out the magnificient sculpture of Modhera 

temple and shows people enjoying classical 

dancing during the festival. 

Gujarat 
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Strides in Software Technology 
Karnataka is one of the leading states of India 

where information technology has shown an 

impressive growth. The software exports from 

this state earn more than US $ one billion a year. 

Thousands of professionals engaged-in the IT 

sector have provided a big boost to the economic 

development of the state. It is estimated that the 

potential for employment in Karnataka in this 

sector within a few years will be over one 

million persons. 

Karnataka 
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Kanglei Haraoba Festival 

Lai Haraoba - a great religious festival highlighting 

the worsh ip of ancestors is celebrated in 

Manlpur during the months of April and May 
% 

every year. The artistes on the tableau show the 

last day of Kanglei Haraoba Festival when 

worship is offered to ward off ev~l-spirits and 

thanks are offered to. God for blessing the 

worshippers .with peace and prosperity. 

PAPHAN - a divine symbol of Cosmic Meitei 

Deitx is shown in the front of the tableau. 

Manipur 



i:J<jiTfti J 1 f~~I(1l41 ~ ~ l$i ~ ~ ~ ~ CfiT 

~"1ltfl % 1 Gl\ilTftiJI f(:~I(1l4j ~ ~ ~ 

~3lI~~irm~~~~~~ 
~;jjlf1l4~ldCfi;f)Cfl~i i:fil ~ fcf;<n -rrn ~ 1 ~ ~ 'I.lffif 

CfiT ~ (f~ ~ Chl ~ ~ ~ f>ffi fcffcT • ~ 
"W,l ~ ~ >{<:::R"Cfl't~ % I, 

%'i ~ J ~ % 
.< 

~ ~ ~ eJ"1lfti l ,- f(:~lfJ(j1 ~ Chl ~ ~ 
Ft'hllCfi tfCfi ~ -¥i a~ T.l1l4~ 11111 ~ ~ "B c:rr;rr ~ 

~ lflIT % 1 ~~ ~ Wm chT.l1:c4111 CfiT "31fJ fum: 
3N4t ~ m ~ m?l' ~ 3mrr % I 

9 

, 

Darieeling Himalayan Railway 
- World Heritage Site 

Darjeeling Himala~n Railway (DHR) is an 

outstanding example of a passe,nger railway for 

'the hilly areas. DHR has applied bold and 

indigenous engineering solutions to ensure an 

effective rail link across a mountainous terrain. It 

is the only railway site in India. and second in the 

world to be accorded the world Heritage site 

status. 

The tableau depicts the DHR .train in its 

enchanting hill-journey. moving through lovely 

ferns. creepers and tea plantations. The lofty peak 

of Kanchenjunga stands majestically in the 

background. 

Ministry of Railways 
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Sarv Shiksha Abhiyan 
Despite enormous progress in terms of increase 

in the number of schools. teachers and in 

enrolment since independence. a large number of 

children still do not attend schools. There are 

thousands of habitations without a school. In 

order to address this issue. a massive basic 

education programme called 'Sarv Shiksha 

Abhiyan' to provide 8 years of quality 

elementary education to all children up to 

years of age has been launched by the 

Department of Elementary Education and 

Literacy. 

The tableau depicts different aspects of the 

programme - child-centred system. community 

participation in education. wholesome teaching 

methods. improving the qualitY, of infrastructure. 

computer education etc. 

'Ministry of Human Resourc~ Development 
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Maru Mein Swar Lehri Ki 
Bahaar 

(Strands of melody in the desert) 

The famous Jaisalmer Fort also known as 'Sonar 

Kila' with its exquisite carving and wonderful 

architecture symbolises the glorious past of 

Rajasthan. It also provides a lovely back-drop for 

the soul-stirring folk music of the area. The Langa 

and Mangaalyar folk singers, dancers and 

musicians of Jaisalmer and Barmer in their 

traditional costumes add to the magic of the 

Jaisalmer Fort. 

Rajasthan 
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Golden Thread 
The caterpillar "Antheraea Assamese" that feeds 

on host plants like Som (Machi Ius bombycina) and 

Sola (Litsala Polyantha) produces the Golden 

Yellow Muga silk.This silk is known for its lustre 

and elegance. The fabl:'ic is a favourite of weavers 

and embroiderers beca,;,se of its durability and 

strength. 

The tableau tells "the silk story" through moths 

and the cater,pillar. . . . 

Assam 
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Mithila Traditions 
The Mithila region of Bihar is known for its rich 

heritage of folk art and culture. The tableau from 

Bihar showcases the famous Sikki art and Mithila 

paintings that form a part of the life of people of 

the region. The tableau also shows a traditional 

'Saurath Sabha', where fathers of marriageable 

girls choose suitable grooms for their da~ghters. 

A scene from 'Samachakieva' when on the last 

day of the Kartik month, the Maithili women sing 

songs for the .well-bein.g of their brothers is also 

displayed. 

Bihar 
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Pradhan Mantri Gramodaya 
Yoina 

Government of India has taken up a new initiative 

for the upliftment of rural areas by way of 

launching the Pradhan Mantri Gramodaya 

Yojna (PMGy) during the year 2000-200 I. 

Rural connectivity (rural roads) constitutes a 

significant part of the scheme. as depicted by the 

all weather road in the centre of the tableau. 

Other components of the programme are: 

primary health. primary education. safe drinking 

water, shelter and nutrition. 

Ministry of Rural Development 
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Kee Gompa of Spiti Valley 

Dancing the traditional lion dance during fairs and 

festivals people head towards Kee Gompa 

situated at the height of 14000 feet in the valley 

of Spiti. This Gompa was built during the 14th 

century AD. Kibber. known as the highest village 

of the world. is located at a distance of 7 Kms. 

from Kee Gompa. The tableau gives a glimpse of 

the serenity of the place. 

Himachal Pradesh 
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Communication Network 

The development of communications network 

has provided an excellent platform for progress. 

The communication spectrum today ranges from 

the grassroots level to the global. The tableau 

from the Ministry of Communication showcases 

the spread of this network from the rural areas 

where "San char Dhabas" operate to the vast 

reach of this network cutting across boundaries 

and distances. Various uses of the new 

technology are also shown in the tableau. 

Ministry of Communications 
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Gyandoot 
The tableau from Madhya Pradesh shows the 

spirit of information technology 'lnd its uses in 

the rural areas. The extensive linkages provided 

by IT facilitate development process and 

empowers the ordinary people. The traditional 

"Bhagoria" dance is being performed by artistes 

around the tableau to celebrate self-dependence 

and empowerment. 

Madhya Pradesh 

.. 
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Chikan Kari 

The extremely popular Chikan embroidery of 

Lucknow known for its exquisite craftsmanship 

and elegance is a handicraft practised by . women 

artisans. 35 types of stitches are used in this 

form of embroidery. Over 100 thousand women 

are engaged in this handicraft. The tableau from . 

Uttar Pradesh shows this handicraft and Roomi 

Darwaja, a famous landmark of Lucknow. 

Uttar Pradesh 
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Sufi Tradition 
The eternal message of peace, harmony and 

brotherhood has always been given by India to 

the world. Sufism gave a spiritual dimension to 

this message. 'Sufiana Kalam' of Jammu and 

Kashmir whose hallmark is a great catholicity of 

attitude and tolerence has been pop~lar not 

only in that State but elsewhere. The tableau of 

. Jammu & Kashmir exhibits that spirit. It also 

displays a delightful amalgamation of Buddhist, 

Hindus and Islamic architecture in a unique 

Pagoda type structure where people from 

different faiths come and pray. 

Jammu and Kashmir ' 
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Adventure Tourism 
Special Interest travel is now a popular concept. 

India is an ideal destination for those looking for 

traditional, as well as innovative adventure 

holidays, be it skiing, mountaineering, river rafting 

or elephant and camel-safaris. 

Led by Elephant safaris, the tableau by the 

Department of Tourism depicts some of the 

interesting aspects of adventure tourism in India. 

The fore part depicts rafting and fishing, while 

camel safari makes up the rear of the Tableau. 

From the deserts of Rajasthan, the camels come 

in a caravan accompanied by"E!<tara" and other 

. musicians who add festivity to this safari. 

Ministry of Tourism and Culture 
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Water Harvesting 

Emphasising the need for conserving water, this 

tableau from Andhra Pradesh gives an indication 

of some major elements of an action-plan 

underway in the state like water-shed 

development, soil conservation, contour 

bunding, pasture development etc. The aim is to 

achieve sustainable water security, particularly 

for the poor. 

Andhra Pradesh 
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Yak Dance " 

Yak Cham is one of the most f~mous pantomime 

dances of Arunachal Pradesh. The masked dancers 

represent a family that is said to have discovered 

the Yak with the help of a magical bird. Yak has 

contributed to the well-being and prosperity of 

the family. The tableauu for. Arunachal Pradesh 

displays the pristine beauty inherent in this dance

form. 

Arunachal Pradesh 
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~The~Cpoperative Sugar 
Fadories Movement 
Some aspects of growth and deveropment that 

have come about because of the spread of the 

-cooperative sugar factories in Maharashtra are 

sh-own in' this -tableauu from the State. About 

150 cooperative sugar factories in "!aharashtra 

have not only contributed to the economic 

prosperity but have also improved the quality of 

life in the area. 
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The tableau from the NTPC shows the 

progress-profile of power generation and its 

usage. The front portion shows animals being 

used for transportation in th~ nineteenth and 

the early twentieth century. The middle portion 

depicts the use of manual operation~ for 

comfort alongwith a hand operated mechanical 

turbine to generate electricity. The end portion. 

depicts the State-Of-The-Art power plants. 

NTPC is playi.ng a pivotal role in this 

transformation. 
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Our ordnance factories are tasked with ~he 

responsibility of providil1g defence equipment. 

arms and ammunitions to our armed forces. The 
J 

Indian ordnance factories have over the years 
- r 

grown to a leve~ of sophistication and 

modernisation. A wide range of land, sea arid air 

based defence products are manufactured in 

these factories. 

. The tableau from the Ordnance Factory Board 
, ( 

presents some glimpses of the activities. in the 

ordnance factories. l 

Ministry of Defence 
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Save Oil 

This tableau from the Petroleum Conservation 

Research Association (Ministry of Petroleum and 

Natutal Gas) gives the timely message on the 

need to conserve oil and gas in all areas of 

consumption and to increase the eco-friendly 

fuels. The producers and the users have to join 

hands at all levels to make it a people's mission. 

Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas 
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COrT)e rains ansi Goa undergoes 'a magical 

'transformatio,n.:rhis .tableau from Goa 
r 

showcases the charming mosaic of colours . 

. . dance and harmony ' that Goa epitomises. 
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Suraikund Crafts Mela 

The Surajkund Crafts Mela has, over the last one 

decade, been promoting the handicrafts of the . ~ ;/ 

country. The tableau shows the g~ings·:on ' in the 

Mela with Chopaya dancers in their traditional 

costumes dancing to the be<;lts ofthl; dr:ums. .. 

"Nagara", the famous drum from the region, leads 

the tableau~ heralding as it were, the ambience of 
" , 

joy and . enthusiasm that marks the SU'rajkund 

Crafts ' Mela. 
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Fabric and Fashion 
The richness and the exquisite Fraftsmanship that 

have marked the Indian textiles are legendary. 

Our artisans, designers and manufacturers have 

recorded many achievements. Even today, our 

textiles sector is poised to achieve greater 

heights . 

The tableau from the National Institute of 

Fashion Technology (NIFT) presents a modern, 

automated and IT friendly factory. Tools of 

production form an interesting and appropriate 

back-drop to the story of fabric and fashion. 

Ministry of Textiles 



Resurgent India 
Ministry of Tourism & Culture (Department of 

Culture) presents a tableau that celebrates .our 

rich cultural heritage and the efforts and 

aspirations of Indians towards building up a 

society based on equality and freedom for 

everypne. The march of progress of modern 

India in various fields, including the IT sector, by 

our R"epublic is depicted through different 

symbols. The rainbow at the end ~f-the tableau 

symbolises the hopes, promises and potential of 

a nation on the mOVe. 

Ministry of Tourism and Culture 
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Shanti Sandesh 
(M,essage for Peace) 

'. 
The presentation from the Central Public Works 

Department, all in flowers, brings out the 

fragrance of nobility in conduct and gives the 

message of peace and harmony. 

Central Public Works Department 
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Winners '~f National Award 

for Bravery - 2000 

Name 

Master Sunil Singh * 
Master Mukesh Kumar * 
Km. Henna Bakshi ** 
Master Prince Kumar *** 
Master Ashish Kumar . 

State 
\ 

J & K 

Master Hanboklang NO'ngsiej **** 

J & K 

Haryana 

Bihar 

Bihar 

Meghalaya 

~ Late Master Lalniliana (Posthumous) Mizoram 

Km. Parul Mishra Uttar Pradesh 

Master Obiraj Subba 

Km.Vi.nita 

Master P. Thirumalai 

Km. Chanduba Sodha 

Master Vishnu Vilas Pavithran 

ArunachaJ Pradesh 

Uttar Pradesh 

Tamil Nadu 

Gujarat 

Kerala 

Master Laishram Uttamkumar Singh Manipur 

Chattisgarh ( Km. Vidya Kumari Yadav 

Master Abdul Majid J & K 

Master Laukik Rajeev Bhatkar Maharashtra 

Master Tator Pertin Arunachal Pradesh 

Master Prince V. Dominic Kerala 

Master Reuben Lamiaki Kynta Meghalaya 

Master Kumbharam Meena Rajasthan 

Master S3}:yan~rayan Bairagi Madhya Pradesh 

Late Master Binod Nongrum(Posthumous) Meghalaya 

* BharatAward 

** G~ ChopraAward 

*** Sanjay Chopra Award 

**** Bapu Gayadhani Award 

.. 
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~s 
Band By School Gi rls 
The ' cultural pageant of school children is heralded 
by a band of girls drawn from Government aided 

I Schools: Shri Guru Teg Bilhadur School, Sis Ganj; Guru 
Nanak Senior Secondary Schook Subzi Mandi. The 
band is playing the tune 'Kargil-Ke Veer' composed by 

rri Chand Kishore (Band Master), : 

tlag Bearers - Girls ," : ' . 
Children participating in the march Past of girls are 
drawn from Government Girls Senior Secondary 
School. A-Block. Janakpuri. No.II; Government Girls . 
Senior Secondary School. Sector IV, Dr. Ambedkar 
Nagar; SKY Senior Secondary School. Smalka; SKY 
Vidyalaya. Dariyapur; Government Girls S~nior 
Secondary School. Karampura; Government Girls 
Senior Secondary School. Mahipalpur; S.K.V. Senior 
Secondary School. D-Block. Janakpuri ; 'Government 
Girls Senior Secondary School., Subhash Nagar;Victoria 
Girls Senior Secondary School. Rajpur Road. 

Flag Bearers - Boys .' 

Children Participating in the march Past of boys are 
drawn from Sa'rvodaya Bal Vidyalaya. Majnu Ka Tilla; 
Sarvodaya Sal Vidyalaya. Ramesh Nagar; Government 
Boys Senior Secondary School. Rajouri Garden' (Main); 
Govern~ent Boys Senior Secondary Schooi • .A-Block. 
Janakpuri; Government Boys Senior Secondary School. 
Vikas Puri. Distt. Centre; Commercial Senior ' 
Sec~ndary School. Darya Ganj; Jain Sanskriti Senior 
Secondary School. Kutch Seth; Salwan Boys Senior 
Secondary School. Rajinder Nagar; G.R. Memorial 
School. Nilothi Road. Nangloi. 

f . 

Band By School Boys 
The band of ,boys is drawn from the Jain Samnopasan 
Senior Secondary School. Sadar Bazar; S.M. Jain Senior 
Secondary School. Kamla Nagar; Maharaja Agarsen 
Senior Secondary School. Ashok Vihar; Vivekanand 
Public School. Anand Vihar; Bal Mandir Senior 
Secondary School. Kailash Nagar. The band is playing 
the tune 'General Trepi'. 

The True Strength 
India has always given the message of peace and 
brotherhood to the world. It is the pursuit and 
practice of peace which can spread love and harmony 
everywhere. This eternal message from India is being 
presented by the Students of 801 Mond;r Public School. 
Defence Enclave. New Delhi. ' 
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5C 
The Exuberance of Youth 
The students of DAY Public School. Rohini. give an 
expression to youthful energy. Through different 
dance forms. yoga. sports. music and exercise. they 
present five strands repres~nting elegance. discipline. 
vigour. melody and a sense of well-being. Energetic 
movements showing their youthful spirit and charged 
music symbolising their happiness are the hallmarks 
of their performance. 

Thong-To 
Thang-Ta in Manipuri means Sword and Spear. The 
proficiency of the Meities in Swordsmanship. their 
quivers of feathered pOison-darts and their swift 

ponies injected fear among the enemy lines. The 
Thang-Ta is not merely a dance-form in Manipur but 
has become almost a ritual exercise. 

School children. trained by the North East Zonal 

Cultural Centre. Imphal give a glimpse of this vibrant 
dance form. 

Ch~ttisgarhi Folk Dance 
Chattisgarh. a newly constituted State in central India. 
is known for its gentle people. thick forests and rich 
natural resources. The folk dances of the area' are 
full of rhythm and melody. In this presentation. 
women offer dance as an offering to their gods and 
pray for the well-being and safe return of their 
husbands who have gone away from home to earn 
their livelihood The women want their men back. 
Through dance. they convey this and offer prayers to 
their gods. 

T~e Splendours of India 
The boys and girls from New Green Field School. 
Saket, New Delhi. through their performance bring 

out the richness and diversity of our country ranging 

from the lofty Himalayas to the deep seas. from the 
golden deserts to the green fields. Different dances. 
different music. different religions - all convey a sense 

of unity pervading amid diversity. 

Chholia Dance 
Chholia is an important martial art and dance-form 
from Uttranchal. performed by the use of swords 

and shields deftly. This traditional dance used to be 
performed to celebrate victory over an enemy when 
the warriors returned from wars. Now-a-days. this 
is -performed during festive occasions. 
The red flag holders moving in front indicate the 

advance of the army for the battle field along with 
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<") 
the King and the Commander. The army moves 
holding swords and shields. Musicians playing different 
instruments accompany the army. At the ,end of the 
group are white flag holders. 
The attack formation in the dance displays the martial 
character of the art and its te",hnique. The dance 
also expresses the joy of victorious celebration. 

I 
The costume of Chholia is colourful and includes long 
kurta Ohagula). chur:-idar pyjama. waistcoat, turban, 
anklets and cross-belts. . 

Koli Dance 
The presentation from Kendriya Vidyalaya, Pitampura, 
Delhi, shows Koli dance from Maharashtra. The 
fishermen and women are happy after ' getting good 
catches. They are keen to have 'darshan' of their deity 
- Khand Dev - and to express their gratitude as well 
as their joy. While dancing, they say. "0 boatman. let 
the boat go forward. let the passengers proceed 
ahead". The dance depicts life in coastal Maharashtra. 

Positive Pursuits 
School children of Government Girls Senior 
Secondary School. Delhi Cantt sing a song of positivity 
and determination. They wish to contribute to building 
up a strong and united India. They wish to celebrate 
life and bring happiness all over the world with their 
love. compassion and knowledge. They conclude by 
singing in union. again and again. that they will succeed 
in their mission. 

Kalariappayatt 
Kalariappayatt.an ancient martial art of Kerala is linked 
to the ancient Indian science of war (Dhanur Veda) 
and medicine (Ayurveda) and establishes a close 

. ·interaction between martial art and meditation. The 
main elements of Kalariappayatt include physical 
training. armed/unarmed combat. breathing exercise. 
forms of meditation and specified treatment. The 
legend is , that Parasurama an avatar of Lord Shiva is 
the creator of Kerala and the originator of this art 
form. Kalariappayatt. Students from South Zone 
Cultural Centre. Thrissur. perform dazzling physical 
feats and vigorous display of swords and sh'ields. 

BadhaiDance 
Badhai is a famous and traditional folk dance of 

. Bundelkhand region. People through this dance 
celebrate their festive occasions and also offer grateful 
thanks to the deity Sheetla Mata when their prayers 
have been fulfilled. This colourful and joyous 
presentation is being made by participants fro(l1 
Madhya Pradesh under the aegis of South Central 
Zone Cultural Centre. Nagpur. 

Veerendra Printers, /)lew Delhi. 
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